
You’re 
invited 

to 

Parents want the best for their children, but between work 

and home demands and packed school and extra-curricular 

schedules, good, old-fashioned play time can be hard to 

come by.  An outing to the Children’s Museum of La Crosse 

offers a precious opportunity for kids and adults to spend 

time together learning and playing. 
 

 
 

Welcoming our 1 millionth visitor in 
August was an exciting milestone!   

Now is the time to PLAY it Forward and 
prepare for the next million!   

Are you with us? 

We want your involvement in the PLAY it Forward campaign 
to be as simple as possible...fun, even! 
 

A fundraising campaign of $2 million will fund the improvements and exhibits 

summarized in this brochure.  To-date, several donors have made generous 

pledges to the campaign, and 100% of our Board members and leadership staff 

have made commitments as well.   
 

More information about the Children’s Museum and the campaign is available 

in the full case statement, available at funmuseum.org/PLAYitForward or by 

contacting Leanne Poellinger at 608-784-2652 or leanne@funmuseum.org. 

This document also identifies naming and sponsorship opportunities. 
 

Your tax-deductible gift of any amount, payable over one to three years, will 

make a difference now and for generations to come.  
 

All contributions of $500 or more to the PLAY It Forward campaign will be 

recognized on signage in the Museum, unless you prefer to remain anonymous.  
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Make your gift in any of these ways, over 1 to 3 
years: 

 Complete and return the form on the facing page.  

 Make your secure gift online at www.funmuseum.org/playitforward. 

 Call Anne Snow at 608-784-2652 x 223 and let her know that you want to 

PLAY it Forward. 

 If a campaign volunteer contacts you to schedule an appointment to discuss the 

Children’s Museum and this campaign, please say “Yes!” 

 
 
 

With your help, our “PLAY 
it Forward” campaign will 
mean more: 
 Family Fun 

 Learning & Laughter 

 Silly Smart Smiles and 

 Magical Memories   

for the next million visitors!  

207 5th Avenue South 
La Crosse, WI 54601 
608  784  2652 
www.FunMuseum.org 
www.facebook.com/FunMuseum 

Why We Need Children’s Museums  By Richard Rende, Ph.D 

“Where can we find what’s missing in the modern life of the young child?  

Go to a children’s museum…You will notice that kids are very engaged in 

what they are doing... This is achieved without adult instruction and 

supervision. You don’t need to “make” a kid do something they are wired to 

do, but you can squelch those instincts with too much structure and 

critique…A children’s museum is a fun place for a kid, and it also provides 

an environment where kids can do all the things they need to do to develop 

foundations for academic and personal success…” 

Want to read the entire article?  

Find the link on the About Us page of funmuseum.org   

Annual Income Sources Earned Income 

The Children’s Museum earns 75% of the $521,500 operating budget through 

admissions, memberships, field trips, parties, programs and gift shop revenue, 

surpassing the industry average of 60%.  The other 25% is raised through 

grants, special events and donations from generous businesses and 

individuals. The Museum receives no Government or United Way funding. 

Funmuseum.org/PLAYitForward 

Are you 
ready to 
PLAY it 

Forward?   

The finance committee meets 

monthly to approve expenditures 

and review revenue.  Every step is 

taken to assure the Museum is 

efficient, responsible and transparent 

with our finances.  We work with 

many companies who offer in-kind 

services or donations of equipment 

and supplies to keep expenses low.   

 
 

The Children’s Museum is also committed to remaining 

affordable and accessible to all.  The average cost per 

visitor is over $12.00, however, with generous support and 

careful management, our visitors pay only $7.00 per visit, 

many coming for less with memberships or other discounts. 

Summary Brochure 

Annual Operating Expenses 

http://www.funmuseum.org/content/s/about-us


 

 

Create our own traveling exhibit to share with our visitors and rent to 

other museums. It will generate revenue and offer other small museums an 

opportunity to offer new experiences to their visitors. 

$300,000 Sponsorship opportunity available 

 

 

 

Install a new climbing structure that will allow 

many visitors of all ages to share this adventure together, 

year round. In addition to the fact that many other local 

facilities now have climbing walls, our current wall has 

limitations.  Increased attendance over the years has made 

it harder to let our visitors enjoy the wall without having 

to wait in line. 

$350,000 Naming opportunity available 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
New and Refurbished Exhibits  
Interactive and engaging exhibits are the “heart” of a children’s museum. They 

come in all sizes and prices! The heavy use of over a million visitors (that’s over 

two million hands!) means much wear and tear. Some favorite exhibits need 

tender loving care to remain in good working order for years to come. 

 

There are small, stand-alone interactive exhibits 

available for purchase which would make great 

additions to our Museum and can be moved on and off 

the floor between traveling exhibits.  One smaller 

exhibit that we have on our wish list is a giant Lite 

Brite, much like the toy that many of us remember from 

our childhoods.  

$305,000 Sponsorship opportunities available 

 

 

 

Rooftop Play Patio  
Outdoor play activates a different type of learning and playfulness currently not 

available at the Museum.  There is no second story above the theater at the rear 

of the Museum, so this space offers approximately 1400 square feet for 

expansion.  The addition of an outdoor play patio will add a new and exciting 

dimension to the hands-on play experiences and will allow the Museum to 

expand after-hours programming and revenue.  

$400,000 Naming opportunity available 

Our artistic, new climbing structure will 
be uniquely created for our space but 

similar to this one. It will allow many 
visitors of all ages to enjoy it together. 

 New 95% efficient boilers 

 Carpet in theater and offices 

 HVAC upgrades 

 Energy efficient lighting 

 Staff restroom renovation 

 Admissions area & coat closet 

renovation to increase efficiency and 

be more appealing to visitors 

 Tables and chairs for special events 

 Ceiling tiles in entry vestibule  

Facility Upgrades  

$305,000 Funded in part  

Access for All Endowment 
 

We are committed to welcoming all, regardless of income. Over 10% of our annual 

visitors are welcomed at no cost or at significant discounts. Some, but not all, of 

the cost of this access is supported by annual disbursements from our ACCESS 

endowment fund at the La Crosse Community Foundation. Adding to this fund will 

allow us to better meet the needs of economically disadvantaged families. 
 

$200,000 Naming opportunities available 

Programs  
 Free First Field Trips for local kindergarten classes 

 Weekly preschool programs 

 Theater performances 

 Holiday events 

 Summer camp scholarships for economically disadvantaged families 

 Adult Recess 

$50,000 Sponsorship opportunities available 

 
 
Exterior Facelift   
The new façade will prominently feature the 

Museum’s new logo and brand, and will ensure that 

the Museum is welcoming and attention-grabbing 

with a professional “curb appeal”.   
$65,000  

Funded  
 

More detail about these opportunities for your support is included in the full 

Case Statement, available upon request or at funmuseum.org/PLAYitForward. 

Technology Upgrades  
 Laptops with projectors for theater and conference room 

 Replacement computers for administrative offices 

 High-capacity paper shredder 

 Update Museum software and back-up system 

 Interactive guest book kiosk 

 T-shirt press and supplies 

$25,000 Sponsorship opportunities available 

Donor Recognition 
 

All contributions of $500 or more to the PLAY It Forward campaign will be 

recognized in text on a colored band around the column near the admissions 

area of the museum, unless the donor wishes to remain anonymous.  
 

Donors will have the 

opportunity to identify how 

they wish their names to be 

listed prior to installation.  
 

This recognition will remain 

in the Children’s Museum 

for a minimum of five 

years.  
 

All gifts that are not given 

anonymously will be 

publicly acknowledged 

during the course of the 

campaign without 

identification of amounts.  

 

Charles and Marjorie Collins donated the former Leath Furniture building 

in 1996 as the home for the Children's Museum of La Crosse.  It has 

welcomed over one million visitors to downtown La Crosse and will 

continue to be a special destination for families for many years to come. 

"We shared our hopes 

and dreams for a 

children’s museum in 

downtown La Crosse with 

Charles and Marjorie. 

They shared the vision 

and handed us the keys," 

Anne Snow said of the 

Collins' gift. "This special 

gift made the dream a 

reality." 

A gift that keeps on giving . . . 


